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of the enactment of this to him fatal drama, history does not
reveal. That portion of Polybius which should deal with
this question is lost. Livy is silent on the subject. His re-
maining thus quiet makes Nero decidedly the hero of the act.
The character of Hannibal shows so much both of energy
and precaution, and he was as a rule so extremely careful
as well as skillful in procuring information of the enemy's
whereabouts, that we are at a loss to explain how he could
in this instance have been so blinded, even by the excellent
precautions of Nero, as to have remained quietly in camp
while Hasdrubal was being destroyed. There are facts con-
nected with the matter which we do not know. While his
role was necessarily to preserve his army intact and wait for
news of Hasdrubal, the fact that Nero was able to deceive
him as he did gives this consul a credit beyond all his fellow-
generals of the Second Punic "War. Still we must remember
that the consular army itself remained in Hannibal's front.
Nero had only taken a small part of it with him. Hannibal
was in the enemy's country, where information was not easy
to get, and his Numidians, his eyes, had all but disappeared.
Nero hastened back to Apulia, bearing the head of Has-
drubal. He returned by the same route and means, and this
time made the march in six days. He had thus put behind
him considerably over five hundred miles, and had fought
perhaps the most important battle of this eighteen years' war,
in the short space of two weeks. Scipio's victory at Zama
ended the war, but Nero's skill at the Metaurus alone made
Zama possible. Eeaching the vicinity of Hannibal's camp,
Nero stuck the gruesome symbol of his victory on a pike in
front of the Carthaginian outposts, or else threw it in
among them, "repaying in this way his great antagonist,
who scorned to war with the dead, for the honorable burial
which he had given to Paulus, Gracchus, and Marcellus." battle ofinian brothers in their proposed junction
